Religion in the Public Sphere

May 14-16, 2008 

The Faculty of Theology, University of Aarhus Denmark

Order of Papers:

Workshop I: Religion, Democracy and Modernity

Moderator: Prof. Dr. Peter Widmann

May 14: 

Ass. Professor Øjvind Larsen: Die Versprachlichung des Sakralen: The Transformation of the Authority of the Holy into Deliberation – happy End or Tragedy in Habermas’ Theory of Secularization. A Commend.

Jan Rostgaard Boiesen: The European Legacy: Christianity or Atheism? On Slavoj Zizek and Religion.

Lise Kanckos, ThM, MSocSc: ‘The best interests of the child’ as a religious and moral discourse.
May 15:

Aleksi Kuokkanen, Doctoral Student: Religio-Political Significance of Enlightenment and Its Post-Secular Conclusions.

Miruna-Ionana Fulea, Ph.D.-student: Mahdism (Islamic Messianism), can it become a future political doctrine?

Workshop II: Religion, Law, and Democracy 

Moderator: Prof. Dr. Jens Holger Schjørring
May 14:

Pamela Slotte, Dr. theol.: Human Rights and Religious Instructions.

Ass. Professor Johannes Nissen: Creating a Space for the Others: The Minorities as a Challenge to Church and State.

May 15

Mogens Mogensen, Ph.D.:The Headscarf Row.

Henrik Reintoft Christensen, Ph.D.-student: ‘Strong Principal Emotions’, ‘Fundamental Attitudes”, and ‘Ethical Problems’. Parliamentary Representations of Religion in Denmark.

Workshop III: Religious Institutions and Public Life
Moderator: Ass. Prof. Dr. Ulrik Nissen

May 14:

Fredrik Bäck, Ph.D.-student: Religious organization on the internet in Finland – a comparative study.

Marina V. Vorobjova, President: New religious movements and secular world: social interrelations development dynamics in the 21st Century.

Thomas Hoffmann, Ph.D.: Muslims in the Academia. Descriptions and Prospects

May 15:

Ina Rosen, Ph.D.: How Danes Talk Religion in Public.

Camil Parvu, Ph.D.: Government vs. Administration: Dilemmas of State and Church Separation in Contemporary Romania.

Workshop IV: Religion, Civil Society , and Democracy
Moderator: Prof. Dr. Viggo Mortensen

May 14:

Professor Johannes A. (Hans) van der Ven: Religion, human rights and the multicultural drama in a democratic society.

Ass. Professor Lene Kühle: Incorporation of Islam in Denmark.

May 15:

Katja Jansen Fredriksen, Ph.D.-student: Sharia in Norway: the institution of mahr (dower) in Norwegian judicial decisions.
